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It was clearly not the purpose of those who wrote the books of the New Testament to
create a body of literature that would supplement or compete with the Old Testament. What
they wrote had to do with the needs of the local groups of Christians or with the crises of one
sort or another that threatened the church. *

Jesus himself wrote nothing.... During the two decades following the crucifixion,
from30to 50,Christians wrote little. They lived in the expectation of the imminent return of
Jesus. ®
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However higly and deservedly Christians have valued and continue to value
the New Testament, the fact is that instead of producing Christianity the New Testa—-
ment was itself the product ofthe developing christian movement. The collection of
writtings that became the New Testament and the individual books that found a place

in that collection came into existance as phases of the growth of the church. Yet from
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2 TheNew Testament, It smakingandmeaningby AlbertE. Barnett, Abingdon Cokesburypress.N.Y.1954,P.19
3 TheNew Testament, It smakingandmeaningby AlbertE. Barnett, AbingdonCokesburypress.N.Y.1954,P.128-129




the outset Christians had a Bible. The Old Testament was the scripture of the primi-
tive church,and its proper interpretation rather than it’s supplementation by the addition
of new books was the prefrence of Christian leaders for more than a century. In no
instance were the books that now make up the New Testament written for inclusion in
a Bible. '
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